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Underpinning Principles - Chapter 2013
• We believe that creation is a sacred trust given to the whole 

Earth community

• We believe in the interdependence of humanity and nature in 
the whole Earth community and recognize our harmful impact

• We believe our mission calls us to informed action for Justice 
for the whole Earth community



Underpinning Principles - Laudato Si
• We believe there is a need for awareness of our common origin, 

of our mutual belonging, and of a future to be shared with 
everyone (no. 205)

• We believe the ecological crisis is also a summons to profound 
interior conversion… not an optional or secondary aspect of 
our Christian experience (no. 217)



Breakout Group Questions
1. Moving through extraordinary times together, the 

Spirit has been moving us, toward what? 

2. In light of our current situation, which underpinning 
principles help or challenge us? 

3. Where has our interdependence with all in the Earth 
community been part of our awareness?





Current Practices

ResourcesWasteEcology
Spirituality & 

Education



Ecological
Woodland & Prairie Stewardship

Pollinator & Food Gardens

Rain Gardens 



Waste Streams
Single Sort Recycling 

Industrial Composting

Reducing Landfill Waste 



Resource Reduction
Water Filling Stations

Hybrid Vehicles

Electrical (100% renewable)



Spirituality & Education
Wisdom Ways, Hedgerow

Walking Paths/Labyrinths

Peace Poles

Earth Partners

St. Kate’s Collaborations



Carbon Reduction & Neutrality

Education & AdvocacyZero Waste

Proposed Priority Areas



Reduce Energy & Water Consumption

Reduce Travel

Grow Plants

● Food gardens

● Trees

● Pollinator gardens

Carbon Reduction & Neutrality





Increase Composting

Rethink Purchases and Use

● New or Used - Needs or Wants

● Sustainable products - Reduce plastic/less packaging

● Reduce single-use plastic

Food Recovery & Distribution

Zero Waste 



Rethinking Waste 



Partner with Sustainability Organizations

Practice Advocacy

Attend CSJ Programming & Justice Working Groups
● Wisdom Ways, Community Garden , Province Trainings

Green Burials

Other Collaborations

Education & Advocacy



1. What would an ecological conversion look like in our 
community?

2. Discuss the three priority areas and offer suggestions and 
affirmations

○ Carbon Reduction & Neutrality
○ Zero Waste
○ Education & Advocacy

Breakout Group Questions





Thoughts on this Proposal

Suggestions / Affirmations
If you are reporting for your small group, please raise your hand 
using the “Raise Hand” button in the “Participants” list of Zoom.



Moving into Action
Sign the Carondelet Carbon Pledge

● https://csjcarondelet.org/members/congregational-committees/

Green Challenge

Advocacy







Green Challenge and Advocacy Letter



Please complete the evaluation form

http://bit.ly/may2020eval

The evaluation form and more information 
about donating to the food shelf is on the 
Community Assembly page on the CSJ Forum

https://csjforum.org/community-assembly
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Thank you!


